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Appendix: Co-mayor of Diyarbakir Dr. Adnan Selçuk Mızraklı sentenced to 9 Years, 4 months and 15 days in prison.
Dr. Adnan Selçuk Mızraklı, co-mayor of the Diyarbakır Metropolitan Municipality, has been under arrest in Kayseri/Bünyan prison since 22 October 2019. The final hearing of his trial was held on 9 March 2020 at the Diyarbakır 9th Heavy Penal Court. He was sentenced to 9 years, 4 months and 15 days in prison with the charge of “membership in a terrorist organization.” 

The indictment mainly raised three charges against Dr. Mızraklı. One charge (supporting terrorism) was based on a fictive testimony given by a “repentant” on 20 March 2019 (just 11 days before the local elections). This repentant, who was in prison at the time, was acquitted of all charges against her immediately after she had testified against Dr. Mızraklı. Another terrorism related charge was Dr Mızraklı’s participation in various social and political activities organized by the HDP, of which he has been a member. Some of the evidence against him included in the indictment is as follows: attendance to a (legally authorized) HDP rally in January 2019, paying condolences to the family of a prisoner who committed suicide during the hunger strike in early 2019, participating in HDP’s public press statements. Formerly serving as the president of “Sarmaşık: Association for the Struggle against Poverty and Sustainable Development,” an NGO that was banned and closed down under emergency rule, was the ground of the third main charge against Dr. Mızraklı.
Not only Dr. Mızraklı’s removal from office and his arrest, but also his whole trial process was fundamentally unlawful and unfair. The prosecutor demanded the sentence only based on a single testimony by a repentant, but Dr. Mızraklı’s lawyers proved that the testimony was fabricated and included factually wrong information and accusations. The panel of judges rejected all the objections and demands of the lawyers. Mr. Cihan Aydın, one of Mr. Mızraklı’s lawyers and the president of Diyarbakır Bar Association, talked about the unlawful character of the trial process as follows: “The sentence given is never a court verdict, we can't think like there is a judicial decision…We have repeatedly submitted to the court that evidence was not obtained legally. The evidence was produced by the police in an attempt to justify the seizure of Diyarbakır Metropolitan Municipality.”
Turkish government’s aggression towards the Kurds and their local governments continues, and so does our democratic struggle against tyranny. 
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